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Child Nutrition Program & Brigaid

• New London students rely heavily on school meals. 
We have an opportunity to tackle food insecurity and 
provide nutritious meals for students 3 times a day

• School lunch accounts for 1/3 of a child’s nutrition for 
the day. According to a recent study, children’s 
healthiest meals of the day come from school 
cafeterias.

• Our program offers wholesome scratch made meals 
with a wide variety of fruits and vegetables

• Nutrition is linked to student achievement

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2778453?utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_term=040921


Accomplishments
• Every kitchen has been properly equipped and set up to 

operate in a professional manner, upholding extremely high 
quality standards

• Over 12,000 hours of on the job staff training has been 
completed to include scratch cooking, knife skills, and proper 
HACCP protocols
• Over 100+ scratch made National School Lunch Program 

(NSLP) recipes have been created

• Robust community engagement and fundraising
• National media attention has highlighted our elite program





School Meals in the Time of COVID
• Pivoted into emergency feeding within 48 hours of 

school closures
• Meals served from March 16th-September 7th, 2020

• 179,429 Breakfasts
• 181,650 Lunches

• Core value of scratch cooking always remained

• "School Meals on Wheels" provided vital 
student outreach opportunities throughout the 
pandemic



School Meals in the Time of COVID
• Breakfasts and Lunches served SY21 through April

• In School: B: 40,941 L: 71,992
• Take Home Bags: B&L: 130,393
• DL Bags: B&L: 54,253

• Innovative serving models have been created 
during COVID to adapt to unknown and immediate 
changing situations during SY20/21
• Bus Distribution "School Meals on Wheels"
• Breakfast & Lunch in the Classroom
• Take Home Bags (5 day Breakfast & Lunch)
• Distance Learning Bags (7 day Breakfast & Lunch)

• COVID Takeaways



Staff Acknowledgement



Looking Ahead

• Ongoing recipe research and development

• Expand breakfast in the classroom 

• Student engagement

• Collaboration between CNP and Culinary Program

• District wide school garden utilization



Partnership
Since 2016 the relationship between Brigaid and 
NLPS CNP has strengthened and evolved to fit the 
specific demands of the program while always 
maintaining an eye on improvements that place 
students, staff, and the broader New London 
community first. The past year has been an incredibly 
difficult and trying time for everyone, but it was also 
revealing. It showed that together NLPS CNP and 
Brigaid can meet any moment together and continue 
to develop innovative ways to provide quality 
nutrition to the children of this community. The Child 
Nutrition Programs continued success relies on the 
built trust, individual expertise, and collaborative 
efforts of this one-of-a-kind partnership.


